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Oi ck West , Esq. 
Editorial Department 
Dallas Morning News 
Dallas, Texas 

Dear Di ck: 

It's been a year now since I took up semi ■- 
residence in Dallas in the Jack R\ib y trial and started 
getting reacquainted wi i 'r, .i pre.t host of old friends 
and acquai nt ed wi t h a lot new wnes, including 
yourself. Jack Krueger, my old college chum Joe 
Deal ey, and those el egajit craftsmen of yours who 
maintain general quarters in the Criminal District 
Courts Building for the duration. I refer to Hugh 
Aynesworth, Tony Zoppi , Carl Freund, Jack Beers, 
Griff Singer, Don Martin, Larry Dum, Tom DiUiard, 
John Flynn, Larry Grove, Kent Biffle, Joe Laird, 
Louis Harris, Clint Grant, Glenn Moore, Bill Winfred, 
Don Mi 11 sap, James Burmingham, John Gedde, and 
many, many more, of course. 

Over the years of my trial work in the past 
I have done some litigating in the courts of Dallas, 
but not too much; however, I have had occasion to 
enjoy the i ncomparabl e process service and accommodations 
of Mr. Bill Shaw, the District Clerk, and his highly 
efficient organi zat i on of deputies and as si st ants. 

In addition, it has been my pleasure and privilege 
to enjoy similar outstanding work in behalf of Sheriff 
Bill Decker and his deputies in this regard. 

Both Mr. Shaw and Mr. Decker have impressed 
me with the highly efficient organizations they operate 
in behalf of the citizenry of Dallas County. I suppose 
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Dear Di ck: 

It's been a year now since I took up semi- 
residence in Dallas in the Jack Ruby trial and started 
getting reacquainted with ,i great host of old friends 
and acquai nt ed with a lot new L>ues, includin^^ 
yourself. Jack Krueger, my old college chum Joe 
Deal ey, and those elegant craftsmen of yours who 
maintain general quarters i n t he Criminal District 
Courts Building for the duration. I refer to Hugh 
Aynesworth, Tony Zoppi , Carl Freund, Jack Beers, 
Griff Singer, Don Martin, Larry Dum, Tom Dilliard, 
John Flynn, Larry Grove, Kent Biffle, Joe Laird, 
Louis Harris, Clint Grant, Glenn Moore, Bill Wi nfred, 
Don Mi 11 sap, James Burmi ngham, John Gedde, and 
many, many more, of course. 

Over the years of my trial work in the past 
I have done some litigating i n the co urt s o f Dallas, 
but not 1. oo SlUch; however, 1 have had occasi on to 
enjoy the incomparable process service and accommodations 
of Mr. Bill Shaw, the District Clerk, and his highly 
efficient organi zat i on of deputies and as si st ants. 

In addition, it has been my pleasure and privilege 
to enjoy similar outstanding work in behalf of Sheriff 
Bill Decker and his deputies in this regard. 

Both Mr. Shaw and Mr. Decker have impressed 
me with the hi ghl y eff i cient organizations they operate 
in behalf of the citizenry of Dallas County. I suppose 
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I have dealt with half of the District Clerks, their 
deputies, and Sheriffs and their deputies in the State 
of Texas at one time or another in my career. I 
respect them all as they all have hard jobs to 
perform and are, i n my opini'on, underpaid aind un- 
— apprwi at e*. 

I must say, however, in passing that Decker 
and Shaw seem to me to be highly dedicated men with 
the idea of service bting uppermost in their minds and 
the minds of their deputies. 

While genial Judge Joe B. Brown and 1 had many, 
many differences during the trial, nevertheless I developed 
a very strong feeling of personal affection for Joe because 
of his complete human qualities and extreme patience with 
both the State and defense counsel. I wouldn't be worthy 
of my profession if I couldn't appreciate Joe Brown's good 
qualities irrespective of the fact that I have disagreed and 
will continue to di sagree wi t h hi m so enormousl y i n t he 
future concerni.ng some of his rulings during the trial. 

My old friend Henry "Hank" Wade and hi s staff of 
assistants, more especi al ly Ji m Bowie, Bill Alexander, 
Frank Watts, and Coy Turri ngton, who I had the privil^e 

throughout the trial, have all left deep imprints upon 
my memory. While I have known Hank f or perhaps twenty 
years and have great respect for his ability as a prosecutor 
and admi rat i on for his qualities of a man, husband, and 
father, I came to know him much better and get well 
acquaint ed with t hese gentl emen as well as some others 
on his staff. They do their jobs well, fight hard, fight 
to wi n. 

Naturally I hope to prove that they led Judge Joe 
into a host of errors, but as the advocate that 1 am anA 
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in behalf of the principles I am fighting for in this 
case and the appellate efforts, I could do no less. 
CXice during the trial someone asked me what I thought 
of Hank Wade, I responded i mm edi at el y and quite 
s ipSM t s nm ss l y * ' h»« I had'TAfhei fight Sonay-4,i-aton than 
to fight Henry Wade in the courtroom. I still mean 
that. 

Chief of Police Jessie Curry and his staff of 
officers and the detectives and Dallas police couldnH 
have been nicer to us than they were. We hope to 
reverse the case on one of the main grounds of testimony 
of five of the officers, but be that as it may, they were 
allgentlemen at every turn and seem to be well trained 
police officers. That is a department that the citizenry 
of Dallas can well be proud of. 

Am I say, I may have to disagree with them, and 
will disagree with them in a number of respects upon 
the appeal. But, nevertheless, the people of Dallas 
have every reason t o appreci at e them. 

The church services my family and I attended 
there cert ainly gave us that spiritual leavening that 
ea n b s' * e wJBBii ipgftrl to one worM-ttg tmder-so great stress. 

Finally, Dick, the great hospit alit y of your growing 
and fascinati ng city was marvelous and Incomparable. This 
is especially true of the personnel of the stores, 
restaurants, and hotels, the clerks, waitresses, cab 
drivers, and the many others who were so kind to us which 
will always be ^predated. 

Please do not judge my gratitude of your town 
and your neighbors as being in any respect a weakness of 
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my poeition that It wm unfAir to Jack Ruby and Dallas 
ai well for his |^«t*Itobe held there. 

Dick, I don't know when our trails will cross 
'ag'g^p',,^^|»^^yijl^;'W'"y'B a pleaBufe^'O' ^ l tf f C w tTh you 

Oii y^Pw«l^^fdur of the East woods, drop by and I 
will cook you some barbecue and introduce yon to my 
friends over here. 

With all good wishes, I am 
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At C. <3mmm» 

DaltM TlmM Hwald 
DatlM. T«aM 

Stmt A. C.I 

!«•• hmm • fm* mm Mm* I tMk ay •«B«i- 
i MM W i» BallM tBtli* M«h IWky tHal mhI 
MM««« gMllHf MMM^pMlataA witli sgnat )m« «f 
•!« fvlWMii wi^MtMlai «ltk » I«l •< WMT 
tMMtag TMnaif aai tlM«« «t«iMt •raftsmwi al 
ywn «l« aulMalaMI g«MMnri «M«t«r« is th» 
CatmlMl MMiiai CmMs »«tt«i« fw tit* AuMtM. 

t n(ml« Janrjr Mrtmiii. MA 1M&hm» 
B«k F«rt«r. Mm KMlk. a«iHi MMnlatt*. Mi Smtmm, 
Ab% I t m um. Km b — KawMNty. Mb Taytov, BunrtAl 
Maltaa, Am Mww, Mw Valakwg. Jin rMtHwfMM. 
Wtitt* Mtm mA mmmr, mmmf wmmn, «l «wra«. 

Ovwrlfca yMM af o^r tfllat wwrk 1» tlia yaal 
I iMwa «aM aaofta tlttgalti« laitlia aaavta «( Dallaa, 

m4mf llM la«aH««Mftla fwa aaa aavalca imi mmmmmmi* 
af Mv. Mil SluMr. tk* Halflal Ctatk. airil Ma hli^y 
afflataal aygaat aiti a* al dayaitaa mt aaal Hale. 

la aMIttaa* It ku kaa« »y plaMwva miA frt«lla|a 
«• aaijcf ataoltev a«la*aailag wmtk la MMlf af ttarttf 
Mil DaidMHr md hit A a yat laa la fUa tagat4. 

Batk M*. Shu* aai Mv. P aa lwf ham taifvaaawl 
w« «lth tha highly if AalMl aggaalallaaa th«y >afaMla 
la hahalf tt tha aHlaaavy al fildlaa Caaaty. X aapfaaa 
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K C. G»««t, Ea<|. 

0*llu TimM Herald 
OallM. Tmom 
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It** batM a /Mr mw aiiic* I t««k up ••mi- 
tmUmm* in DallM tath* jrsck Ruby trial aad 
•tatted gatttat r«a««Mt«l«d vltk agraat hoat «C 
«ld friaada aad aaqaatidad with a lot wf aaw anaa. 
taeindUmi yawmalf aad tkaaa alagaat araftamwi of 
yoara «4ie m^rtalaad gaaaral ^umw ia tha 
Crlraiaal Dtrtriet CoHrta BatlAag f«* tlia daratloa. 

I vafarto Jarry IU«hma«d, Olak MeCaaa. 
Bdi Faalay, Jim Kaalli. Jaha Maaaiatta. Bab Jaekaan. 
Aady Haaaaa. Sanaa Kaaaady. Bab Taytat, Oarridl 
H<rikaa. IXm LAvar. 8taa Waiitbarg. am Faatliaratoa. 
WUlla Allaa, aad maay. oiaay mara, of eaaraa. 

Ovartha yaata af my trial wark la tka paat 
I bawa daaa aoma lltlgatlag iatha eaatta af Oi^laa, 
iMit aat too maaki kawavar, I kawa kad aecaalaa to 
aa^ay tka laaao^araMa fraaaaa aw^aa aad aaaammadatlaaa 
al Mr. Bin Skaw. tka»atrl«t CImk. aad kla blgkly 
<rffiaa«t wrgairilaaklaa a< diyittlaa ud aaalitaata. 

la addltlaa, It kaa kaaa my plaaaara aad prlvllaga 
to aajay almllar aotataadlat wark la kakalf af saiarlff 
Bill Dackar aad kla d^wtlaa la ^a ragard. 

Batk Mr. Skaw aad Mr. I»ackar kava Inipraaaad 
ma wttk tka ki|^ly affiataal argaalaailaaa tkay ai^avata 
la kakalf a< tka eitiaanry af Dallaa Caaaly. 1 mivaaa 


